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Dear Class of 2019,
Congratulations on your high school graduation!

Six years ago, you embarked on this journey as Partnership Scholars. You were selected because we saw you possessed the motivation to

get the most out of this program and succeed in achieving your goals. During your time as Partnership Scholars, you learned much and

had many new eye-opening experiences with your mentors. Activities ranging from ballets, sporting events, museum tours and college

visits, to the test prep, college and financial aid applications that are necessary to secure your academic future - These experiences helped

shape who you are today.

Over these six years, we have seen you grow tremendously and we are confident that you are ready for your next challenge in life:

college!

College will be another new, exciting and challenging experience. This will be yet another period of discovery, as you hone your interests

and prepare for your future. We know that you will succeed in college because you have been taught to believe in yourself by your

parents, mentors, teachers and sponsors. Graduation is the time to celebrate your educational success. Take some time to ponder on how

far you’ve come and know that the best is yet to be seen.

“Let us make our future now, and let us make our dreams tomorrow's reality.”

- Malala Yousafzai, world’s youngest Nobel Prize winner

Sincerely, 

The Partnership Scholars Board of Trustees and Staff



Congratulations 
class of 2019

Sincerely, 
Your Mentors



Here
are 

some
Things

Mentors
shared



Demis
&

cristina
Alma Fernandez, Mentor

Instruction ends in the

schoolroom, but education

ends only with life.

—Frederick W. Robertson



Pablo
“What lies behind us and what lies 

before us are small matters compared 
to what lies within us.”

— Ralph Waldo Emerson, American 
essayist

Mentor: Edwin Maldonado 



Eduardo
“To accomplish great things, we 

must not only act, but also dream, 

not only plan, but also believe.”

—Anatole France, French poet

Mentor: Edwin Maldonado 



To: Alexis, Stephanie, & Monserad
From: Mary Little, Mentor



Alexis
Your smile and passion for life is
contagious, and you always make
our adventures so much fun!
Keep that passion in all you do, it
has helped you accomplish so
much already. You are at the
threshold of many new
challenges, and I know you will
be a success in all you do. I am
so proud of you! Best of luck
always.

Much love,
Mrs. Mary Little, Mentor



Stephanie
Our first adventure was to the
Grand Canyon. You have
accomplished so much in the years
since then. With your sense of
humor and passion, as well as your
hard work, focus, and never give-
up attitude, you have created the
pathway to your new adventures in
college. I couldn't be prouder of you
and know you will be a success!
Best of luck always.

Love you,
Mrs. Mary Little, Mentor



Monserad
That shy, quiet girl who visited
Catalina has grown into a poised,
confident young woman, with a great
sense of humor. You have worked
hard and achieved so much, and I am
so proud of all you have accomplished.
I believe in you and know that you will
have great success in college. Best of
luck always!

Much love,
Mrs. Mary Little, Mentor



Michael
“Take pride in how far you’ve come. 

Have faith in how far you can go. But 

don’t forget to enjoy the journey.”

—Michael Josephson, American 

lawyer
Ruben Bojorquez, Mentor



To : Kimberly, Gisselle, & Julissa
From:Alice Shum, Mentor



Kimberly
Take this time to reflect on the past six years.
You’ve made great decisions and have grown
to a mature young adult. You are not afraid to
speak up for yourself. You have done a great
job in school, worked at a bank, took care of
you siblings and danced for your church.
Working, going to school, balancing your life,
and being a part of this program is not easy,
but you knew what your priorities were and
did them well. I know you will continue to
work hard at the things you want. Don’t take
the easy road because you have to get
something done, but do things that will help
you in the long run. I’m so proud of you and
your accomplishments.

- Alice Shum, Mentor



Gisselle

- Alice Shum, Mentor

Take this moment in time to reflect on the past
six years. You’ve made good choices and I
have seen you become a mature young adult.
You have done a wonderful job in school and
you even completed a marathon as an 8th

grader. Training for a marathon and going to
school is not an easy task, but you did it. You
know if you work at something you really want,
it will happen. Take advantage of the many
opportunities that come your way. I know you
won’t let them escape you. Don’t take the
shortcuts. They are only temporary solutions to
life. Keep your eyes on your future. I’m so proud
of you and your accomplishments.



Julissa

- Alice Shum, Mentor

This is a great time to reflect on the past six
years. You’ve made great choices and I have
seen you become a mature young adult. You
have done a fantastic job in school, taking care of
your family, and you even completed a marathon
as an 8th grader. Training for a marathon, going
to school and helping out at home is not an easy
task, but you did it. You know if you work at
something you really want, it will happen. Take
advantage of opportunities and don’t take the
easy route when the hard route will help you
more in your future. Discover your path and keep
doing well. I’m so proud of you and your
accomplishments.



To: Enrique & Eduardo From: Jeff Morris, Mentor



Athletic, intelligent, and
gracious. You have matured
and developed mentally
and physically over the last
four years. I am proud that
I have helped to shape the
person that you have
become. May the future
hold great promise for you.

Enrique

- Jeff Morris, Mentor



Humorous, respectful, athletic,
and smart. You had a difficult
road to get where you are.
You got off track, but regained
your discipline and passion,
which has led you to a good,
solid place in your life. Now
you are ready to take the next
step. I wish you much
success. I am glad to have
made a positive difference in
your life.

Eddie

- Jeff Morris, Mentor



To: Milca and Kevin
From: Viviana Iaciofani, Mentor



Since you were in seventh grade you stood out above others as a 
truly wonderful person. Your kind heart and common sense is 
second to none. Your sense of fairness and willingness to do good 
in life is beyond your years. The world is fortunate to have you in it! 
It’s been a wonderful experience being your mentor. Follow your 
dreams. Congratulations!

- Viviana Iaciofani, Mentor

Kevin



With your brilliant mind and enormous good heart, you will 
undoubtedly accomplish many wonderful things in life. You have 
been and continue to be a true example of what it means to be a 
true scholar and an outstanding person. All of your hard work and 
dedication has paid off. I will always cherish all of the memorable 
experiences and adventures that we have had together. 
Congratulations!

- Viviana Iaciofani, Mentor

Milca



To : Patricia & Emily
From:Joanna Marrufo, Mentor



Emily
Way to go on getting into a fantastic 
university! You are the most resilient person I 
know and I am honored to have been your 
mentor. You have grown so much through 
the transitions of high school and I recognize 
all the waves of challenges and successes 
you have had on building your self-
confidence and your personal development. 
Your excitement in trying in foods, 
experiencing new things, and will 

- Joanna marrufo, Mentor

always be remembered. Don't be a stranger and always know you have me to turn to in case you 
need support throughout your journey. You have so much passion for writing and telling your 
story, I have no doubt you will excel as a writer professionally. Trust yourself and your intuition as 
you are navigating school the next four years and you will be set for life. Congrats on your 
journey!



patty

- Joanna marrufo, Mentor

I am beyond proud of your
accomplishments! Congrats on
getting into a wonderful
university. I know you are going
to make all of us proud as you
enter into the next stage of your
life. Take risks and fail forward
because college is all about
challenging your inner core.

You have always been a leader in my eyes and ever since the beginning of applications, you have never
doubted your passion for serving others when they need you the most. You are making a huge impact
on your community! Whether it's medical school, or any other goal, I know you will accomplish anything
you set your mind to. Always remember you can turn to me when you need anything!



To: Kevin, Andrew, & Victor
From: Jesus Herrera, Mentor
I wish the three of you the best, and hope that you accomplish all of your goals 

in college to become the professionals you would like to be.  



I appreciate all of the experiences we had together because they gave us 
opportunities to learn and teach each other new things while having fun.



Even though your time as PSP scholars is coming to a close, it does not mean 
our relationship has to end; always feel free to contact me whether it is to 
catch up or to seek a helping hand.



Zyanya
“A leader, a go-getter, and an independent,
strong woman! You have blossomed into a
young adult and created a world of
opportunities for yourself. Always take the road
less traveled and you will find your place in
this new phase of your life. So proud of you!”

- Jamie Trinh, Mentor



Jason
“You have built a special community through your adventurous spirit 

and compassionate heart, you have proven creative and adaptable in 
setting and meeting your goals, and now you stand as a courageous 

visionary in your San Francisco college endeavor.”
- Mike bear, Mentor



Roberto
“You remain the responsible, conscientious, and kind young man
who has grown more intelligent, engaging and capable. Now to
Occidental, a most special academic and enlightened community, well

suited to reinforce, challenge and grow your special spirit.”
- Mike bear, Mentor



Samantha
“A young social justice, political activist in the making! Your ability to 
challenge social norms and recognize the injustices is far beyond many, 
including me when I was your age. Always take the road less traveled and 

you will find your place in this new phase of your life. So proud of you!”
- Jamie Trinh, mentor



El Monte mentor Alice Shum receives the Cultural and Academic Partner 

Award, presented by Benji Friedman, Vice Chair of PSP Board













Congratulations 
scholars
💗

Thank you 
mentors


